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it is within the bounds of possibility that the National Milk Testing Service
would not have been necessary, whilst the control of milk supplies at the
source might have remained in their hands.
Laboratory Accommodation
A laboratory is a necessary adjunct to all milk processing plants,
collecting stations, creameries, distributing dairies and to the controlling
authorities in order that incoming supplies, the final product and the
general efficiency of handling may be controlled. It should be suitably
equipped and staffed with trained personnel. In the case of dairies and
processing plants, it is particularly important that the laboratory should be
situated adjacent to the receiving platform or processing rooms in order that
samples for testing may be readily obtained. The rooms should be well
lighted, clean and quiet while north light is preferable. The size and arrange-
ment will, of course, depend upon the number and types of tests which are
to be carried out, but sufficient room for ease of working is essential, while
separate sections for bacteriological and chemical examinations should
always be provided. It should be stressed that all equipment should be of
the highest quality. If the cold room at the premises is situated at some
distance from the laboratory, a refrigerator, should be installed for the
storage of reagents and samples awaiting test.
Laboratory Facilities
In a previous chapter, a list of centres where examination of milk samples
may be carried out has been supplied. In addition to these centres, there
are many excellent private and publicly owned laboratories which perform
this work. A large number of Local Authorities who carry out routine
sampling send their samples to these laboratories, while others, mostly the
large towns, possess their own premises equipped with special staffs to
carry out the necessary examinations. Whichever method is used, it is
advisable that the laboratory should be situated reasonably adjacent to the
district concerned, in order to prevent any delay in transmitting samples.
The cost of providing a laboratory service is fairly high but a great
saving in examination fees will ensue. Properly-equipped laboratories are
very desirable, but for routine milk examinations, other than biological tests
for the presence of tubercle bacilli, much simpler equipment can be provided
with complete success. This being so, it would appear highly desirable that
every Council should provide its own laboratory and not rely on testing
being carried out by outside bodies as so often is the case. Two or more
Authorities might join in the provision of a small, centrally-situated labora-
tory to their mutual benefit.
DETAILED BACTERIOLOGICAL EXAMINATIONS
The importance of routine bacteriological examination of all milk
supplies is a matter of so great consequence that full details are supplied
in the following pages as to the method of procedure to be adopted.
Collection of Samples
It is essential in order to secure the proper standardisation of results that
all samples should be collected and handled in accordance with the
recognised technique. Sampling should include not only non-designated,